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relations and conversations with that nation. Can it be believed that
these relations would be any freer, these conversations any easier after
another war, which would have resulted in millions of dead, would
have heaped up ruins, and revived hatreds for new generations? I
doubt it.

Herr von Ribbentrop, German Minister for Foreign Affairs,
declared in a broadcast to the German people:

"France and Germany have reached an agreement to put an end
to their age-old frontier disputes. The courage of the German people,
and of the French people, have earned for them, during the World
War, a mutual consideration which should, in peace time, increase,
thanks to the bravery and to the efforts shown by each people in
its work."

And M. Daladier, President of the Council of Ministers, following
this, expressed from this rostrum, the unanimous opinion of France
when he declared:

"I want peace with Germany. All ex-Service men want peace
with Germany. (Applause on the left, in the centre and on the right.)
Among them, among you, there are many who would give their lives,
I can confidently state, for the sure establishment of peace/'

I need not say, gentlemen, that we have kept informed of our
negotiations the principal countries concerned to which we are bound
by friendship; Poland, Belgium, Great Britain, the U.S.S.R., the
United States of America.

And how have they received this agreement? In the House of
Commons, Mr. Neville Chamberlain declared that the British Govern-
ment felt a very special satisfaction that France had been able to
reach an agreement with Germany. In America, editorials of the
three leading newspapers of New York and Washington have revealed
a full understanding of French policy. Poland has declared that her
Government congratulates itself on the happy conclusions* of the
Franco-German declaration.

And were this joint declaration to be submitted to a referendum
of the French people, I should have no doubt of its unanimous
approval. (Applause on the left, in the centre and on the right,}

France has also maintained her traditional friendship with Poland.
At the time of the Franco-German Declaration of December 6, I had,
in accordance with our agreements, advised the Polish Ambassador of
our intentions. The Polish Government, thanking me for keeping it
informed, told me that it congratulated itself on an agreement of which
it fully appreciated the aim, the significance, and the scope.

In the same way, M. Beck, before leaving Monte Carlo, informed
me of the invitation he had just received from Chancellor Hitler.
Moreover, I would ask the Chamber not to forget, as certain speakers
appear to have forgotten, that an agreement between Germany and
Poland exists dating from 1934. M. Beck undertakes to keep our
Ambassador informed of the coming conversations. We are remain-
ing in constant contact with the Warsaw Government, and we have
had with it, whenever it has been useful, conversations justified by
the 'particular relations of both countries and the course of events.